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customs and their strong sense of family and national solidarity.
They cling to their language and maintain their own schools.
They have their own charitable organizations, press and cultural
life.

They have not always been popular with the Arabs, even with
the Arab Christians. Arab nationalists complain that their
presence has given rise to an additional minority-problem, and
one particularly difficult to solve. Lebanese Moslems regard
them as one of the factors making for Christian predominance;
had it not been for their immigration the Moslems would now
have a majority in Lebanon. They are also disliked for having
come into the country destitute and being now prosperous.
Being concentrated in a relatively small number of urban callings,
they are peculiarly open to attack. But their high standard of
morality and culture, their energy and persistence make them a
good element in the community and will in time remove the
prejudice against them.

Educational Differences

There are considerable educational differences between the
sects, which spring in general from the fact that education is
mainly in the hands of private organizations, largely confessional,
or of foreign missionary societies. This is particularly true of
secondary and higher education. The Government maintains
so higher institutions, except two normal colleges and one
technical school; apart from these, all secondary schools and the
two Universities (the American University and the Jesuit
Universite de St. Joseph) are in the hands of private, mainly
religious bodies. la 1938, out of 1,867 primary schools, only
177 were Government schools, while 1,180 were controlled by
local and 510 by foreign organizations. Of 122 higher schools,
3 were governmental, 44 local and 75 foreign.

Of the local private schools, by far the greatest number is
controlkd by the Maronite, Greek Orthodox and Greek Catholic
communities; white the majority of the foreign schools are owned
by French Catholic missions. Thus, Lebanese education is
predominantly Christian and clerical in spirit and control, and
more particularly Catholic.

The proportion of Christian children who attend religious
schools as against those who attend Government schools is much
greater than the corresponding proportion amnrtg Moslems.